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Edexcel GCSE English Studies

GCSE English Studies was approved by Ofqual to run as a pilot from September 2005.

The students completed two units for a single award and four units for a double award GCSE from the following:

Compulsory Unit (Single and Double Award)

Communication – Compulsory core unit of speaking and listening, reading and writing

Optional Units
Spoken English Studies
The Moving Image
The Language of Digital Communication
English Literature (Drama and Prose)
English Literature (Extended Studies)

At the time this qualification was considered to be innovative in its requirement for students to engage with areas of study or styles of texts which had hitherto not been assessed in English.

Since the pilot, much of the content can now be found in the new Edexcel GCSE English/GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature qualifications which began in September 2010.

Grades

The grade for double award GCSEs is reported in the format A*A*, A*A, AA, AB, BB, BC, CC, CD, DD, DE, EE, EF, FF, FG, GG. Grades A*A* to CC indicate passes in two GCSEs at A*-C, while grade CD is interpreted as a pass in one GCSE at A*-C. The double grade indicates the aggregated level of achievement across the whole qualification and so the two letters in the double grade do not have individual meaning. The grade BC is simply a grade mid-way between grades BB and CC.

The qualification was reported on the School and College Achievement and Attainment Tables under the national classification code 5010 which is the same code as GCSE English, in recognition of its equivalence.

In respect of HE admissions, please forward any queries regarding this qualification to:
englishpilot@edexcel.com.
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