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6 Key Themes Influencing Student Choice

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-and-resources/adviser-news/news/new-report-project-next-generation-six-themes-influence-student-choice


Read all our reports:
www.ucas.com/about-us/news-
and-insights/ucas-reports  

http://www.ucas.com/about-us/news-and-insights/ucas-reports
http://www.ucas.com/about-us/news-and-insights/ucas-reports


30 September 2024 |   3Security marking: PUBLIC

Inspiration Discovery starts close to home

42%
Of my family and/or 
friends do a similar job 
and that's influenced my 
choices

Information overload

Self-discovery and 
guided discovery

Two way conversations 
and peer to peer contact 
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Emotion Choices based on passion and dreams

47%
Chose ‘Enjoying my job’ 
as the number one 
factor when 
thinking about the job 
they want in the future.

Balancing emotion with 
experience and knowledge

Living in the moment with 
planning for the future

….whilst finding their true 
passion and excitement



DIRECT EXPERIENCE

Work experience, 
placement years etc. 

Hands on, practical 
& employability skills 

development

DRAWING ON PAST EXPERIENCES 

Experiences of parents/family 
friends that have influenced 
their thoughts/exposure & 

experience of particular 
careers or pathways

INDIRECT EXPERIENCE

Engagement with 
mentors, employers, 

or people who have taken 
a particular pathway

Three Types Of Experience
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Experience



37%

37%

35%

27%

26%

25%

Confidence building

Communication skills

Working as part of a team

Creative thinking

Working independently

Leadership

WOULD LIKE HELP 
IN DEVELOPING 
EMPLOYABILITY 

SKILLS

The Need For Skill Development

91%
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Reassurance and KnowledgeExperienceConfidence

47%
Feel comfortable with 
their level of knowledge 
when making decisions 
about their future

Confidence in 
their ability 

Confidence in making 
the right decision
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Support to step bravely into 
their futures

Direct

Indirect

Drawing on 
past experiences

Independence

48% 48%

Feel comfortable 
with their level of 
knowledge when 
making 
decisions about 
their future

Think their 
choices are 
restricted by not 
having enough 
money
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Control Taking ownership of their own 
choices and lives

Concerned about 
finding a job

Concerned about not 
getting the grades they 

need

Concerned about not 
knowing what they want to 

do

31% 28% 25%



10

Two way 
conversations

Narrowing 
down and 

matching tools

Skills 
development

ACTIONS
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Visit our Hub Guide on ucas.com/hub-adviser

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/tools-and-resources-help-you/your-guide-ucas-hub
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