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January Equal 
consideration date

30 June deadline

Clearing

WHAT IS THE 30 JUNE DEADLINE?

Public

15 October deadline Many courses 
remain open for 

applications 
between ECD and 

30 June

30 June is the 
deadline to submit 

up to five 
applications at a 

time

After 30 June, any 
new applications 

would be Direct to 
Clearing
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TOTAL
695,740 applicants 

665,070 last year 

(+30,670)

+4.6%

UK 18-YEAR-OLDS
344,760 applicants 

328,390 last year 

(+16,370)

+5.0%

INTERNATIONAL
148,350 applicants 

138,460 last year 

(+9,890)

+7.1%

UK 21 AND OVER
87,180 applicants 

86,310 last year 

(+870)

+1.0%

HIGH LEVEL DEMOGRAPHICS SUMMARY
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INTERNATIONAL APPLICANTS CONTINUE TO 
INCREASE

Public
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Number of international applicants

+7.1%
International 
applicants 
increased by 9,890 
from 2025. Rising 
to record levels on 
2026.

Biggest International 
markets remain unchanged:

• China (38,000)
• India (11,470)
• USA (8,270)
• Ireland (6,880)
• Hong Kong (4,990)
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INTERNATIONAL APPLICANTS CONTINUE TO 
INCREASE – BIGGEST CHANGES

Public
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MATURE APPLICANTS SEE SHORT-TERM GROWTH 
AGAINST LONG-TERM DECLINES

Public

+1.0%
UK Mature 
applicants 
increased by +870 
applicants from 
2025. 
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Long Term trend for UK Mature applicants

The UK Mature cohort has 
experienced minor growth but 
this has not been even across the 
constituent age groups:
21-24 year olds up 0.7%
25-29 year olds up by 3.1%
30-34 year olds down -0.5%
35+ year olds up 0.6%
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DEMAND FOR HIGHER EDUCATION REMAINS 
RELATIVELY STABLE

Public
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ENGLAND FOCUS

Public



10

NORTHERN IRELAND 
FOCUS
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SCOTLAND FOCUS
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WALES FOCUS

Public



14

ENGLISH REGION OF DOMICILE
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NURSING

Public
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Unique applicants to Nursing by provider country

England Scotland Wales Northern Ireland

Across the sector applicants to 
Nursing have increased 3.5%, an 

increase of 1,480 compared to 2025.

Applicants to English providers are 
up 4.0% (+1,330) compared to last 

year

Applicants to Scottish providers 
have risen by 5.7% (+350)

Applicants to Welsh providers have 
dropped by 0.7% (-30 applicants)

Applicants to Northern Ireland 
providers have increased by 6.0% 

(+140 applicants)
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SUBJECTS ALLIED
 TO MEDICINE

427,960 
applications

+24,460 vs 2025

13.6%
OF APPLICATIONS

BUSINESS AND 
MANAGEMENT

403,450 
applications

+10,350 vs 2025

12.8%
OF APPLICATIONS

SOCIAL
SCIENCES

348,660 
applications

+30,980 vs 2025

11.1%
OF APPLICATIONS

ENGINEERING & 
TECHNOLOGY

273,060 
applications

+38,260 vs 2025

8.7%
OF APPLICATIONS

MAIN SCHEME APPLICATIONS REMAIN HIGHEST TO 
SUBJECTS ALLIED TO MEDICINE 

Public

7.9%
OF APPLICATIONS

DESIGN, CREATIVE &
PERFORMING ARTS

249,580 
applications

-1,470 vs 2025
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ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY HAS THE BIGGEST GROWTH IN 
APPLICATIONS, AS COMPUTING CONTINUES TO FALL

Public
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(CAH11) computing

(CAH19) language and area studies

(CAH25) design, and creative and performing arts

(CAH06) agriculture, food and related studies

(CAH23) combined and general studies

(CAH01) medicine and dentistry

(CAH16) law

(CAH02) subjects allied to medicine

(CAH15) social sciences

(CAH10) engineering and technology

Applications by subject grouping (CAH1) – Biggest changes 2025 to 2026
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INCREASES IN PERCENTAGE OF UK APPLICATIONS 
WHERE INTENT IS TO LIVE AT HOME BY AGE

Public

+1.0PP

UK 21 and over

+2,350 choices,
+1.2% vs 2025

UK 19-20 year olds
+13,180 choices, 

+7.8% vs 2025

UK 18 year olds
+37,930 choices,

+8.7% vs 2025
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Percentage of UK applications where an intention to live at 
home is declared by age



19

APPLICANTS WITH EXPERIENCE IN CARE
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APPLICANTS BY REGION OF PROVIDER

Public

Scotland
134,300
+3.3%

North East
96,100
+6.3%

Yorkshire and The Humber
184,080
+6.4%

East Midlands
159,790
+2.6%

East of England
84,420
+2.6%

London
271,140
+6.3%

South East
210,000
+1.1%

Northern Ireland
29,180
+7.7%

North West
241,610
+7.2%

Wales
80,650
+0.8%

West Midlands 
180,220
+5.3%

South West
196,720
+4.8%
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APPLICANTS BY PROVIDER CATEGORY

Public

There were 474,550 applicants to 
Higher tariff providers, which is an 

increase of 6.8% since 2025.

There were 352,880 applicants to 
Lower tariff providers, which is an 

increase of 1.3% since 2025.

There were 383,660 applicants to 
Medium tariff providers, which is 
an increase of 3.1% since 2025.

There were 23,710 applicants to 
Smaller providers, which is an 
increase of 2.0% since 2025.

There were 81,040 applicants to 
Specialist providers, which is a 
decrease of 5.5% since 2025.
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Fresh design

Less navigation needed

All data is still available in the data files found 
alongside the dashboard

Definitions can be downloaded in a separate 
document

NEW DASHBOARD DESIGN

Public



UPCOMING DATA 
RELEASES
4 Aug, 09:30 Qualifications Scotland results day

13 Aug, 08:00 Level 3 results day

14-28 Aug, 11:00 Daily Clearing analysis

10 Sep, 11:00 Day 28 analysis

Public
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