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What Is the UCAT?

‘ * Admissions test used as part of the selection
N " process by a consortium of UK university
medical and dental schools.

e Greater fairness In selection.

» Assesses arange of mental abilities
identified by university medical and dental
schools as important.

* Multiple-choice, computer-based test sat at
Pearson VUE test centres throughout the
UK and worldwide.

More information at www.ucat.ac.uk




Academic
gualifications

University
selection
UCAS application Process
Including
INnterviews

Offers to

Medicine/
Dentistry
courses

UCAT score

UCAT delivers results directly to chosen UK universities in early November.

More information at www.ucat.ac.uk




UCAT Universities

* University of Aberdeen

* Anglia Ruskin University

* Aston University

« Bangor University

* University of Birmingham

* Brighton and Sussex Medical School
* University of Bristol

* Brunel University London

* University of Cambridge

» Cardiff University

* University of Central Lancashire
* University of Chester

* University of Dundee

* University of East Anglia

* Edge Hill University

* University of Edinburgh

* University of Exeter

» University of Glasgow

* Hull York Medical School

* |mperial College London

Keele University

Kent & Medway Medical School
King's College London

Lancaster University

University of Leeds

University of Leicester

University of Liverpool

University of Manchester
University of Newcastle

University of Nottingham
University of Oxford

Pears Cumbria School of Medicine
Plymouth University

Queen Mary, University of London
Queen's University Belfast
University of Sheffield

University of Southampton
University of St Andrews

St George's, University of London
University of Sunderland

» University of Surrey
 Swansea University

« University College London
« University of Warwick

* University of Worcester

Students applying to
medical or dental
school at one of our UK

universities will need to
sit the UCAT In the
same year they apply
through UCAS.

UCAT Is also used In selection to courses
at our international partner universities-
listed on our website.

More information at www.ucat.ac.uk
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2025
May June August September October

Account Test booking BREEEleE g Summer Booking UCAS

creation opens (17th) holidays DIEEG X uiClg) deadline for
opens (13th) Last Day of medicine
e fPSis) I and dentistry

Start informing relevant year 12* students about the UCAT In plenty of time.
They may need support with:
* Booking and preparation

 UCAS applications (use UCAT to make informed choices)

More information at www.ucat.ac.uk
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Register and Book

Book a test through the UCAT website

Make sure your students:
* pbook by the deadline.
» test within the testing window.

* only test once In any test cycle.

We recommend booking and sitting a test as
early as possible.

More information at www.ucat.ac.uk
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Access Arrangements -

 |If a candidate Is normally entitled to
accommodations In exams due to a
documented special educational need,
R disability or medical condition, they may
SN be entitled to access arrangements
when sitting the UCAT.

« Detalls are on our website.

More information at www.ucat.ac.uk



Bursaries

Eligibility Criteria:
e Free School Meals

* 16-19 Bursary/EMA
* Learner Support or Equivalent

 Bursaries that cover the full test
- Full Rate Undergraduate fee are avallable to UK candidates

Maintenance Loan/Grant from low-income households.

Income Support

Job Seekers or Employment |
and Support Allowance our website.
Universal Credit

Asylum Support

 Detalls about this scheme are on

More information at www.ucat.ac.uk
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Making, Quantitative Reasoning and the
Situational Judgement Test..

v
P |

NO specific subject g
knowledge required e Total score of 900-2700 and a banding for the

M T — Situational Judgement Test.
on-screen basic

calculator anc_:l notebook \ Nl Note: In 2025, Abstract Reasoning was
and pen provided withdrawn from the UCAT.

e

More information at www.ucat.ac.uk
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* Preparation time: 25-30 hours at least
6 weeks before the test.

» We do not recommend or endorse any

FREE preparation materials on commercial preparation materials.

our website include: the

NN IS CUMOI Tl | ree resources developed by the
Tutorials, Question Banks and same teams who develop our live test.

timed Practice Tests » Resources fully updated by March 1st.

More information at www.ucat.ac.uk




Results

« Candidates recelive their result on test
day and within 24 hours via their Pearson
VUE account.

« UCAT results can be used to inform
UCAS choices.

More information at www.ucat.ac.uk




RESULTS

Thank You!

ABOUT UCAT

REGISTER PREPARE SIT

Preparation Resources

Check out our Adviser
Resources page

Practice Tests

Test Tools

Candidate Advice

Arhricor e R e
Adviser Resources

Start talking to your students
about the UCAT

Website: www.ucat.ac.uk

Instagram: @UCATofficial

Help students use their UCAT result

. . _ Emall: ucat@nottingham.ac.uk
to inform their UCAS choices.
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Who are UAT-UK?

» University Admissions Tests (UAT-UK) is a Joint Venture
established by Imperial College London and the University of

Cambridge.

« UAT-UK provide admissions tests for use by UK universities in
their undergraduate admissions processes.

» UAT-UK admissions tests focus on assessing mathematics,
engineering, science, problem solving and critical thinking
skills and knowledge.

» Tests are administered by Pearson VUE, via their global
network of test centres.

94
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Why use a test?

State exams are a good indication of a student’s ability.
They are an important preparation for our courses.

The courses that will use these tests typically receive applications
from very Iorge numbers of students who have, or are predicted to
achileve, the highest grades.

The admissions test is a chance for applicants to demonstrate:

. Trg)elir s)kills (for example, their mathematical problem-solving
ability).

» Their subject knowledge.
» Their understanding of topics related to their chosen course.

Allows benchmarking of applicants across qualifications
Internationally.

95
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Mathematics
for University
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TMUA

» It tests mathematical thinking and reasoning skills.
» It lasts 2 hours 30 minutes Iin total.

» |t is divided into two parts:

» Applications of Mathematical Knowledge, which assesses an

applicant's ability to apply their knowledge of mathematics in
new situations.

- Mathematical Reasoning, which assesses their ability to deal
with mathematical reasoning, and simple ideas from
elementary logic.

+ The two separately timed subtests (75 minutes each) are in

a multiple-choice format, delivered by computer-based
assessment.

97
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Use of TMUA In the sector

» The TMUA is currently used by the
universities shown for selection to some
courses in Mathematics, Economics

IMPERIAL

and Computer Science.

BE UNIVERSITY OF
@ CAMBRIDGE

-
. 4

THE UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK

AR
W Durham
University
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ESAT

o Tl?‘ﬁ ESAT tests mathematical and science thinking, along with reasoning
skills.

» Each of the individual multiple-choice assessments last 40 minutes each,
with most candidates taking 3 assessments, lasting 120 minutes (2 hours)
In total.

» It is made up of individual multiple-choice computer-based assessments,
with Mathematics 1 being compulsory for all candidates.

 In most cases, candidates will be required to complete two additional
assessments from the following:

» Biology

« Chemistry

* Physics

« Mathematics 2

100
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Use of ESAT In the sector

» The ESAT Is currently used by Imperial
College London and the University of
Cdmbridge for entry onto selected IMPERIAL
courses In Engineering, Physics, Natural
Sciences, and Veterinary Medicine

UNIVERSITY OF
P CAMBRIDGE

101
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TARA

The TARA tests critical thinking, problem solving and writing
skills.

The critical thinking and problem solving parts are individual
multiple-choice assessments lasting 40 minutes each.

The writing task asks a candidate to complete one task from
a choice of three short prompts, with answers limited to 750
words in 40 minutes.

The test parts are sat back-to-back, with the total test lasting
120 minutes (2 hours).

The critical thinkin% and problem solving parts are marked
and reported on a | to 9 scale, with the writing task forwarded
to institutions for their use and not marked by UAT-UK.

103



Use of TARA In the sector

» The TARA Is currently used by the
University of Cambridge.

B E UNIVERSITY OF
qP CAMBRIDGE

104



New
Universities

Additional users of TMUA, ESAT,
and TARA
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Use of TMUA, ESAT and TARA In the sector

» Two additional universities will be using
the UAT-UK admissions tests for 2026
entry.

» The UAT-UK website will be updated in
due course.

» They tests required will be clearly
displayed on the UCAS course seadrch
tool and institutional websites.

106



Test
Administration

Common arrangements Adcross
all UAT-UK tests
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Testing Windows

» The TMUA, ESAT and TARA have two testing windows for
2026 entry.

» October Sitting

» Applicants with a University of Cambridge choice MUST take
the relevant test in this sitting.

» January Sitting

» These windows reflect the the current UCAS equal
consideration dates.

» Testing windows will be set by UAT-UK and Pearson VUE
annually.

108
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Test Dates for 2026 Entry

» October Sitting
» ESAT Thursday 9th/Friday 10th October 2025

+ TMUA Monday 13th/Tuesday 14th October 2025

+ TARA Wednesday 15th/Thursday 16th October 2025

» Applicants with a University of Cambridge choice MUST take the
relevant test in this sitting.

» January 2026
+ ESAT Tuesday 6th/Wednesday 7th 2026

+ TMUA Thursday 8th [ Friday 9th 2026
» TARA Monday 12th / Tuesday 13th 2026

 Please note tests will be delivered in China on the second day of
each test.

109
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Test Centres

« Tests will be taken at a local Pearson VUE test centre,
rather than in schools and colleges.

» Applicants can choose from centres in more than 5,500
locations in over 180 countries.

» Full list of test centre availablity will be released when
registration goes live.

» There is a generic test centre locator on our Pearson
landing page, https://home.pearsonvue.com/uatuk.

17/05/2024
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Test Registration

» Candidates will need to visit the UAT-UK website to register
for their test.

» A new booking portal will be launched for the 2026 entry
sittings where they will be able to:

» Create an account, find the nearest test centre, book and pay
for the test

» Apply for bursary vouchers and access arrangements

» Online bookings will open approximately 10 weeks before the
test date, and close approximately 2 weeks before the test
date.

» Key dates and deadline will be available on the website.

111
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Test Cost

There is an entry fee for the TMUA and ESAT.

For the standard version of the test it will be:

» Tests taken in the UK and the Republic of Ireland — £75
» Tests taken outside the UK — £130

There is no additional test centre fee.

The test fee is payable at the time of booking by major
debit/credit cards, or by bursary voucher.

The test fee will be reviewed annually by UAT-UK.
Bursary vouchers are available.
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Bursary vouchers

Our bursary scheme provides UK candidates in financial
need with a voucher to cover the full test fee.

The applicant, or their parent/guardian, will need to meet the
criteria set out (next slide) an provide the relevant
documentary evidence.

Applicants can apply for one bursary code per UAT-UK test,
per application cycle.

These are one-time voucher codes that can be reclaimed
during registration.

Applications for vouchers open in June (ahead of the main
registration window).
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Bursary eligibility criterio

The candidate is in receipt of:

* Free School Meadls
+ 16-19 Bursary [ EMA

The candidate, or parent/guardian, living at the same address is in
receipt of:

 Universal credit (With an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400,
as qsgejo,sed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment
periods

» Working Tax Credit

« Child Tax Credit, and have an annual gross income, of no more than £16,190
as assessed by HMRC

» Income support, Job Seekers Allowance (JSA), or Employment and Support
Allowance (ESA)

» Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
- The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit
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Access Arrangements

» Access arrangements are available if applicants have o
learning difficulty, a physical or mental disability,
sensory impairment or other medical condition that
might otherwise impact their ability to sit the test.

» Like bursary vouchers, applicants can make these
arrangements in advance of registering for the test.

» There is adlso a list of ‘Permitted Comfort Aids’ for items
that can be taken into the test centre without approval.

* Full details can be found on the website, www.esat-
tmua.ac.uk.

17/05/2024
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Preparing for the tests

The tests use content that students will have already learned
In their school studies.

The tests are based on material from GSCE mathematics
and science qualifications.

Only ESAT Mathematics 2 and TMUA include material from AS
mathematics qualifications.

There is no need to take a preparation course or prepare
beyond revising what they have already learned.

UAT-UK do not recommend or endorse any commercial
preparation materials.

23/04/2024
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Preparing for the tests

« We do recommend candidates familiarise themselves
with the test format and style of questions.

» Full test specification are available on the website now.

» There is a practice test for each available now from our
Pearson landing page,
https://home.pearsonvue.com/uatuk.

 This also comes with explained answers.

» A second practice test is also available providing scores
only, to be used to practice under timed conditions.

23/04/2024
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Test Results

The outcomes of the tests and
how we use them
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TMUA & ESAT Results

» Results will be released to applicants directly from
Pearson VUE booking portal, approximately six weeks
after the test is taken.

» The results are automatically shared with all universities
using the tests.

» There is no need for applicants to send Universities their
test results.

05 March 2025 120
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TMUA & ESAT Results

 Only the result from the first sitting will be accepted
+ j.e.candidates should NOT sit the test more than once.

 Results are only valid for one admissions cycle.

» There is no pass or fail for TMUA or the ESAT.

« Test takers’ final scores are based on the number of
correct answers, with no penalty for incorrect answers.

» We encourage candidates to attempt all the questions
and aim to do the best they can.

05 March 2025
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UAT-UK Website

The UAT-UK website is a valuable
source of information and is constantly
kept up to date with the most accurate
information.

« wWWw.esat-tmua.ac.uk T POMRLOEO

admissions tests are used b\
top universities to help fairly
select the best candidates
for entry onto science,
engineering, and
mathematics-based degree
courses.

23/04/2024 123
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Questions and Answers

An opportunity for your questions
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