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VGain insights into the key challenges and 
considerations for disabled students

VKnow what tools and resources are available to 
help your students research their options and make 
the best decisions for them

VGain a clearer understanding of the differences in 
support and terminology between secondary and 
higher education 

VUnderstand yjcv"jcrrgpu"vq"crrnkecpvuҲ"
information when they share a disability in the 
UCAS application

VKnow how applicants can access support in higher 
education.

Link to the 2022 UCAS 
disabled student report

Link to the 2021 UCAS 
student mental health 
report

https://www.ucas.com/file/610106/download?token=1kwt_gKE
https://www.ucas.com/file/610106/download?token=1kwt_gKE
https://www.ucas.com/file/513961/download?token=wAaKRniC
https://www.ucas.com/file/513961/download?token=wAaKRniC
https://www.ucas.com/file/513961/download?token=wAaKRniC
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What the UCAS data tells us about disabled applicants
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é

More than
1 in 4 

UK applicants 
shared a disability 
or mental health 
condition in 2024 

(over 133k)

UCAS question 
wording changed
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é

Action 1: Earlier 
engagement to support
a longer or more 
complex journey to HE

Reason: delayed or missing support

Action 2: Encourage 
students to share their 
individual needs early
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Change in terminology
Missed support and information

Change in type of support
Inaccurate expectations 

Researching support needs
What? Where? How?

Speaking to the disability 
adviser Self-advocacy and 
articulating support needs

Sharing via UCAS
Reassurance and clarity

Finance and funding 
G0i0"Fkucdngf"UvwfgpvuҲ"
Allowance
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Further improvements 
on the way!
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To support disabled students ҭ and you!



Access the individual needs pages

Yjgtg"vq"uvctv"ҿ

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/what-can-i-do-next/undergraduate-individual-needs
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Visit the disabled 
student pages

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/individual-needs/disabled-students
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/individual-needs/disabled-students
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Visit the DSA pages

https://www.ucas.com/money-and-student-life/money/additional-funding/disabled-students-allowance-dsa


32Access the adviser toolkits

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/adviser-toolkit-supporting-students-individual-needs/outreach-connection-service-teacher-and-adviser-information
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Link to the 
Fair Access 

Mission 
Cards

Link to the exhibitor page

https://www.ucas.com/file/992476/download?token=kb_9zj4g
https://www.ucas.com/file/992476/download?token=kb_9zj4g
https://www.ucas.com/file/992476/download?token=kb_9zj4g
https://www.ucas.com/file/992476/download?token=kb_9zj4g
https://www.ucas.com/business/exhibiting-ucas-events/info-and-specs/discovery-exhibitor-zone/fair-access-mission-cards

