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AIMS FOR THIS SESSION MORE:

V Galin Insights into the key challenges and
considerations for disabled students

V Know what tools and resources are avallable to NEXTSTEPS
help your students research their options and make il
the best decisions for them INEDUCATION?

P Pearson

V Galin a clearer understanding of the differences in
support and terminology between secondary and
higher education

VUnderstandy | cv " | crrgpu”“vag"crr
iInformation when they share a disabllity in the
UCAS application SIARTING THE W
GONVERSATION
- o hi UG M.~
V Know how applicants can access support in higher L

education.



https://www.ucas.com/file/610106/download?token=1kwt_gKE
https://www.ucas.com/file/610106/download?token=1kwt_gKE
https://www.ucas.com/file/513961/download?token=wAaKRniC
https://www.ucas.com/file/513961/download?token=wAaKRniC
https://www.ucas.com/file/513961/download?token=wAaKRniC

What the UCAS data tells us about disabled applicants
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WEVE SEEN A 141% RISE IN APPLICANTS SHARING
A DISABILITY SINCE 2015 €
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More than
1in4
UK applicants
shared a disability
or mental health

condition in 2024
(over 133k)
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e BUT THEY ARE MORE LIKELY TO DEFER ENTRY
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Action 1: Earlier
engagement to support
a longer or more

complex journey to HE

Action 2. Encourage
students to share their
iIndividual needs early
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ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

Change In terminology

Change In type of support
Inaccurate expectations

Finance and funding

Allowance

GOI O" Fkucdngt "

Missed support and information

Uwag

AND

Researching support needs
What? Where? How?

Speaking to the disability
adviser Self-advocacy and
articulating support needs

Sharing via UCAS
Reassurance and clarity

UCAS



UCAS

THE MORE f\s
ABOUT YOU | MORE ABOUT YOU

€ Return to application overview

Perzonzl details Here, you can tell us about any circumstances that you might need suppart for during your studies. You might feel
F u rth er | m p rovements uncertain about sharing your personal circumsiances but we want to reassure you that this information 1s confidentia
Contact and residenc and will not negatively impact your application
on the way! o !
etails

We don't need you to give details — this information will be shared with those invalved in making arrangements to
support you at the university or college (e.g. the student support team, admissions staff), and they may get in touch to

None

A visual impairment uncorrected by glasses (e.g. blindness or partial sight)

A hearing impairment (e.q. deafness or partial hearing)

A long-term iliness or health condition which may involve pain or cause fatigue, loss of concentration or breathing difficulties — including any effects from taking associated medication.
A mental health condition, challenge or disorder (e.g. anxiety or depression)

A learning difference (e.g. dyslexia, dyspraxia, or AD(H)D)

A physical impairment or challenges with mobility (e.g. climbing stairs or uneven surfaces), or dexterity (e.g. using a keyboard or laboratory equipment)

A condition or impairment not listed (please give details in the box below)

Two or more impairments or conditions (please give details in the box below)

A social, behavioural or communication impairment (e.g. an autistic spectrum condition, Tourette's Syndrome, or speech and language difficulties including stammering)
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(ATINY SIDE NOTE ON
UCAS TERMINOLOGY)
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CONTENT AND RESOURGES




# / Undergraduate | What and whese to study ' What can | do next?

UC/\S UNDERGRADUATE: INDIVIDUAL NEEDS

Explore this section

Higher education is an inclusive environment where support can be provided to help you study. Find out more.

Need help viewing this website? Take a look at our accessibility information.
Students with individual needs
]

Disabled students

Student carers
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Students with a previous criminal conviction Students not supported by their parents
tons enter higher eduzston (estranged)
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Access the individual needs pages



https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/what-can-i-do-next/undergraduate-individual-needs

UCAS

Further information and support

DISABLED
STUDENTS
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You might also like to read

*

2
Y
Visit the disabled

Disabled students: Preparing for Speaking to the disability support Stu d e nt p ag eS

open days and visits team or mental health adviser

Support for disabled students -
frequently asked questions

Crnnnmanrand arézalan


https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/individual-needs/disabled-students
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/individual-needs/disabled-students

# / Money and student fife | Money | Additional funding

DISABLED STUDENTS' ALLOWANCE (DSA)

Explore this section

The Disabled Students’ Allowance (DSA) scheme aims to ensure everyone has the support and adjustments
they need to succeed during their studies.

D&A Diversity
arvd Ability

What is DSA?

How to apply for DSA What to expect from a DSA Confirmation and taking up support
ssessment

Disabled Students’ Allowance: Disabled Students’ Allowance: Disabled Students' Allowance: Wales
Scotland Northern Ireland oA vh

- e = - - - -
- . - - - -.a

UCAS

A GCOMPREHENSIVE DSA
GUIDE

A / Money and student life ' Money | Additional funding / Disabled Students’ Allowance (DSA)

WHAT TO EXPECT FROM A DSA ASSESSMENT

Explore this section

Once your application is approved, you'll receive an email your funding body confirming your eligibility for the l
DSA.

Attached to the email will be your DSAT confirmation letter. It's important to keep hold of
this letter because it proves you're eligible and provides instructions on arranging your
needs assessment

Diversity

Remember: Your needs assessment is not a test. but an cpportunity 1o openly diSCUSS

and Ability

Visit the DSA pages

Your 3ssessment i3 confidental and conducted Ina
relaxed, informal, and supportive environment
Needs 355es30rs have specialist experience in
working with higher education students and
discussing recommendations for support.

You'll have the opportunity to talk about past
EXDPErENces and any srategies you ve cevelopsd o
address challengess. Once your learning needs have
besn discussed and the barrers identfisd, the
assessor will propose support that could benefit
you

‘ Hut LgErs yous Wilvesiiy
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https://www.ucas.com/money-and-student-life/money/additional-funding/disabled-students-allowance-dsa

UCAS
A D V I S E R R ES 0 U R c ES SUPPORTING DISABLED STUDENTS

Explore this section

Students with physical or mental health conditions or learning differences will find a variety of support available in higher educatio

- - — = - However, advance research and preparation can make all the difference — here, we outline some of the ways you can help your st
. " e : :
. . - make a successful transition to university.
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ADVISER TOOLKIT: SUPPORTING STUDENTS
WITH INDIVIDUAL NEEDS

Explore this section -
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THE UEAS -

This i whe

f‘f :i Supporting disabled students Students with mental health conditions

i We've worked with experts, such as the National Association of Some students may be hesitant to tell their university, so w

Disability Practitioners (NADP) to outline some of the ways in worked with experts (including Student Minds and the University

which you can help your students make a successful transition. Mental Health Advisers' Network (UMHAN)) to explain the
process of declaration to your students, and offer practical ways 9on' have g gy ..

to help them manage the transition to independence.

THE UGAS APPLIGATION:

Parenting responsibilities Children from UK Armed Forces families (Service , 'd Students <If Ccolreas b
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Access the adviser toolkits 1 P St it s ot e



https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/adviser-toolkit-supporting-students-individual-needs/outreach-connection-service-teacher-and-adviser-information

# / For business / Exhibiting at UCAS events / Info and specs / Discovery exhibitor zone

FAIR ACCESS MISSION CARDS

Explore this section

Download our guide to help you support students with individual needs who may have questions at events.

FIVEQUESTIONS 10 GET YOU
STARTED AT UCAS/DISCOVERY.

s there a disability adviser in the student support team | could
contact with any questions, or to find out more information
about support for my disability or condition?

NEW
UCAS DISCOVERY EVENTS: me

Would | be able to speak to the course tutor before applying to
find out more about the teaching and assessment methods and
discuss my individual support needs?

Are there disabled student representatives or peer support
groups that | could contact about their experiences of being a

disabled student at this university or college?

AN D If | share details about my disability or condition in the UCAS
application, will the university or college contact me for more
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Link to the exhibitor page



https://www.ucas.com/file/992476/download?token=kb_9zj4g
https://www.ucas.com/file/992476/download?token=kb_9zj4g
https://www.ucas.com/file/992476/download?token=kb_9zj4g
https://www.ucas.com/file/992476/download?token=kb_9zj4g
https://www.ucas.com/business/exhibiting-ucas-events/info-and-specs/discovery-exhibitor-zone/fair-access-mission-cards

