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STAND OUT AND SUCCEED: HOW TO
SUPPORT APPLICATIONS T0 CREATIVE
COURSES
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JASON WATERS, NORWICH UNIVERSITY OF THE ARTS
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Andy Malone
University For The Creative Arts Norwich University of the Arts
Academic Schools Liaison Lead

Regional Student Recruitment Manager
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What are the top 2 challenges
you face In supporting a student
with an application?

How confident do you feel
INn offer support?

I_I I_ I-l What support do you need
University for the from Universities?

Creative Arts
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Advice

E”a Taylor

Jason
BA Fashion

Student Recruitment



Applicant Timeline

March ¢ July,Start of your UCAS journey / Fairs / University tall

Septembershortlisting your courses and choices (up to 5)
Portfolio development and Personal Statement writing

Last Wednesday in Janua($¥8.00), UCAS applicatideadline
an onwardsdevelopment portfolio reviews/interviews

March, apply to student Finance (tuition fee and living costs
oan)

Maisy Dainty
BA illustration
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Top Tips for a strong
Personal Statement
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soft idlls do you have that complement this coursa?

Student reflection taskWhat 10 skills have you e
erfected, or working on, that link to the subjeCt =" N e
e 2 dzQ NS

would like to study at University?

<+ Now you have an idea of how this technique can be &
usefu tool, write down on a separate piece of paper the
name of the course(s) you are thinking of applying to.
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+ Place the course name in the middle of your workspace
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creatlve‘employers aqd uplversmes All about you
are looking for in applications
and personal statements. Working with pen and paper or on your computer:

- > g <+ Write these 10 soft skils on individual notes. On an 11" note, DO and don.t
Norwich University of the Arts has selact/draw an image of yourssif (of juet write your name.)

strong relationships with creative 3 Piace o Nigs of you or yois o
industries. We know these are the top the midde of your workspace.
10 soft skills™ they are looking for: + Place all the soft skils that you are good at close to DO mnt

your picture of name. Now place all of the skils you
Resilience do not have or find more difficult further away.

When you have decided cn the three key soft skills for your course it is important to put them into a structure.
Turn your bullet points into short sentences and paragraphs. Don't worry, they don't need to be perfect just yet!

Add detal and character by using some These are some things that could weaken your

: X - : : . - of the following suggestions: personal statement, o try 1o avoid the folowing:
Meeting deadlines and delivering a brief + Write 1-3 bullet points giving examples of how your

axperiences match the skils you feel positive about (thess
y 4 P a N P a N N\ N - , X . - =
\ 4 Flexibility and adaptability car;be equm:sh Wil schatiyeclegs o in oulsice What have you learned from this project? e.g “taking Altheugh it is good to open and close with something
. . x clubs ea/jobe: partin a game jam gave me an idea of what it's like to punchy and thoughtful baware of making bold, emotive
- Showing attention to detail b A kA oot ikl cidgnad work in an indie studio. | learned new digital 3D skiis statements without evidence. For example, saying it is your
Communicating with colleagues and partners logo for a project, your ” :1:_-:: not think R worked. You 'usng Maya and was responsile '_o« the asset design 'desti n):to be.a weorld lsading Textie Designer or famous
then took on & their ideas and asked questions. before or & game about cimate change. actress” are the types of statements not recommended.

Responding to feedback redesigning it to fit the brief and chent more effectively

This could be from someons who has inspired you into the We are intevested in you, rather than what a lot of other
blpl pathway you have chosen: &g David Hockney describes a creative people have said at this stage. Thase can be ncluded
; - o - in a personal statement but should not be the main event.
& good drawing being a “mixture of the head, hands and heart pe
This is an idea | want to bring into my Fine Art practice. What
are the cutting edge trends In your subject area? Whit are Tedl us & story to explain how your siils have developed and

the trends, key practitioners” new ideas, ways of making or make & interesting. Show how your character shines through
thinking in your field? What do you think about them? these skils and talk about how they have been applied.

Demonstrating a positive attitude

Working in a team
-+ Ask a parent, teacher or classmate (who knows

|
Handling customers and clients
Interpreting a brief They may have useful advice, recommendations
| or point out sikills you cannot see.

you well) for thelir perspective on your thoughts

it might be useful to photograph or

e If you have any further questions
or would like us to review your draft
copy, please contact us at
student.recruitment@norwichuni.ac.uk

norwichuni.ac.uk

screen shot this for your records.

MORWICH
UNIVERSITY
OF THE ARTS

Oftan, the things you do outside the classroom tell us more
about your skils and outlook. For example, “at the weekends |
work for Topehop as a personal stylist. | am keen to get to
know the customer, their personality and lifestyle bafore
making recommendations. Obsernving lots of people healp me
get ideas towards characters types for rmy acting™ This
shows us you are likely 10 have good interpersonal skils,
empathetic, a strong improviser, a good istendr and problem
solver.

if there is & lot to read, it can lead to a loss of focus (you
may have noticed this when reading this worksheet, o wel
done for getting to the end!) Break down your text into clear
paragraphs to make it easier to read. Finally, ensure your
character and relevant experiences are expressed but do
not feel that you must hit the wered limit. Don't go beyond
the word limit! But often those that are well written and
shorter can be quite refrashing for those reading them!
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Today's session
will cover

Organising your portfolio
What to include
Subject-specific advice

Our top tips




Your portfolio is unique to
yOu.




Organising your
portfolio
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What to include

Journey

When assembling your portfolio, think about the
journey you want to take us on, in a way that makes
sense to you. You'll have the chance to talk us through
the portfolio, so like a well-curated playlist, make sure it

flows well!

Presentation

A well-presented portfolio is also a tidy one! You want
your work to be seen in the best light possible, so make
sure you've spent a little time getting it neat and tidy.
You could even add some of your creative flair to the

way you present it!

Check your course
Once you apply, you can expect to receive more course-

specific advice for curating your portfolio via email. Be
sure to read this carefully to ensure you include the
right work!

University for the Creative Arts
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Yanling Pan — Project 1
Page - 2 | use two and three dimensional ways to Life Exchange

record the objects which | used every day.

G - RESEARCH
K . DEVELOPMENT

University for the Creative Arts



Project 1

sl o The artists Carla and Andrea were investigated through a period

of exchange accommodation, recording the psychological changes
caused by two people when they are faced with things that do not
belong to them.

In order to express the influence of my environment on
my mind, | used the glass bottle to observe and record
the objects around me. The distorted shape

represents my inner discomfort,

Yanling Pan
Page - 3

Project 1
Life Exchange

FINAL RESULT

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT

The color and pattern were extracted from the
previous part and hand-painted.

¥

Yanling Pan
Page - 4

University for the Creative Arts



What to include



Drawings

%
qe
D
LS,

Development stages of

ings

Life draw

Technical illustrations

Fashion illustrations

Storyboards

Comics

Rough sketches

Multi-media work

University for the Creative Arts
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Doing your research

Show evidence of
subject-based research and knowledge

Show both contemporary and classical
knowledge

Prove contextual understanding of
the subject and/or the specific project

As well as your creative skills, we
want to see that you have a

contextual and historical
knowledge and understanding
of the subject.




Sketchbooks

Sketchbooks are always
welcome during your
portfolio review! They're
personal, raw, and really help
us get to know you and your
process as an artist.

Show us the whole process, from

the fledgling idea and research
process, to the final products

Don’t be afraid to show your
mistakes

Demonstrate experimentation

University for the Creative Arts



Our top tips



Showing your potential

It's all about you

We want to get an essence of your interests, skills,
and goals

Experiment

Show us different styles, mediums, and formats - and
show us the mistakes too!

Looking for potential

We're not looking for perfect artists - we're looking for

students. We don’t just want to see finished pieces, we
want to see the whole journey - mistakes and all!

Influence

We want to know who and what inspires and
influences your work

Research

Show us you know your stuff and have done your
research.







